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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 



This International Search Report has not been established In respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. [ | Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. | Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3. Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) — — 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers 
1 — 1 searchable claims. 



all 



2. Q As all searchable claims could be searched without effort Justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. PI As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
1 — 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4 - LZ! rao^ed additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the Invention first mentioned in the claims; It is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 

U No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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International Application No. P CT/lB 02 XJ5558 

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



Continuation of Box 1.2 



Present claim 1 relates to the following plant extracts: Sida sps 
Boerhaavia diffusa, V1t1s vlnifera, Unospora cordifolla, Withania 
somnlfera. 

However, the independent claim 9 refers to different plants (Phyllanthus 
sps., Glycyrrhiza glabra, Boerhaavia diffusa, Vitis vlnifera, Tinospora 
cordl folia, Withania somnifera). 

Moroever, claim 11 refers back to claim 9 defining the percentage ratio 
of several herbs. However, the herbs of claim 11 are different to those 
of claim 9. 

These incondstencies lead to a lack of clarity (and/or conciseness) 
within the meaning of Article 6 PCT to such an extent as to render a 
meaningful search of claims 9-10,12-16 Impossible. Consequently, claims 
9-10,12-16 have been searched incompletely. 

The search has been carried out for those parts of the application which 
do appear to be clear (and/or concise), namely the combination of the 
five herbs Sida sps., Boerhaavia diffusa, V1t1s vlnifera, Tinospora 
cordlfolia and Withania somnifera and a method for Its preparation. 

The herbs Phyllantus sps. and Glycyrrhiza glabra were not searched 
because of the Inconcistency between claim 1 and 9 and 11 leading to a 
lack of clarity within the meaning of Article 6 PCT. Claim 9 seems to 
refer to a plant composition according to claim 11. Thus, the mixture of 
herbs according to claim 1 and 11 were searched. 

Moreover, a mixture of less than 5 herbs lacks support within the meaning 
of Article 6 PCT since examples 1-8 only refer to a combination of all 5 
herbs . 



The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that combinations of only 
two different herbs would result in a lack of unity since the application 
would refer to many different herbal compositions, each of them 
representing a single general inventive concept (Rule 13.1 PCT). 

The applicant's attention 1s drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to Inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority 1s normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure 
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